June 17th, 2007
Hi 
Not that much to write about. 

Have had some heavy rain at times. But then, rainfall in June is, on average, the highest of all months. In spite of this, managed to get five swims. One swim was during a thunderstorm, which started just as I entered the pool, though they did not actually close the pool until I had finished
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Uncle Bruce left having been in HK almost a week. Nadine arrived late on Friday night. She leaves on Tuesday.

One cabin from the Lantau cable car system plunged 50 metres to the ground during an after-hours high-speed test run. No one was in the cabin. This was just after the system had been opened following a three-day closure for maintenance. The cable car system has been closed indefinitely until it is determined what happened. 
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More unfavourable news from China this past week. First, factories in southern China have been acc used of using child labour and low pay to make goods for next year’s Olympic Games. Then there was the report of a thousand or more slaves working in brick-making factories. Men and children, some as young as eight, were tricked, kidnapped or sold to work making bricks. They were starved, beaten and forced to up to 19 hours a day in appalling conditions. Many were killed, some even buried alive! Raids involving tens of thousands of police have rescued about 500 of the slaves. The picture on the top left shows a ‘dormitory’ for some of the slaves.
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Went to the hospital for a regular check-up. I had to wait a long time; I was almost the last person waiting. Next appointment in 6 months. 
There seem to be so many anniversaries of wars! The latest is for the Falklands war, which was 25 years ago. 


On TV, I saw a very brief but interesting item on a Royal Navy helicopter display team. They were performing at a place called Yeovilton, in England. Do you remember that place? We visited it in 1990, had a look through the air museum, and walked through the Concorde, which is on display in the museum. The three of you then played in a playground outside. The air display was spectacular. 
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On TV yesterday, watched the All Blacks unconvincingly beat Canada and then in the evening, in first tri-nations match, SA just beat Australia. NZ play SA in Durban next Saturday.
That about it for now.
Cheers
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